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Abstract

This article examines the phenomenon of Descriptively Impossible Attribution (al-
Wasf al-Mumtani‘) in the Arabic grammatical category of the hal (circumstantial
accusative) as a manifestation of the principles governing the descriptive function in
Arabic grammar. It begins by identifying the grammatical basis upon which Arab
grammarians judged a description to be inadmissible whenever the essential
characteristics of the circumstantial state were not fulfilled. The study demonstrates
that the conditions established by the grammarians for the hal—namely transience,
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indefiniteness, derivation, and semantic identity between the hal and its possessor—
are not merely formal restrictions, but functional principles designed to ensure the
realization of the descriptive function that expresses a transient state. The study
further shows that constructions violating these principles, such as permanent,
definite, or non-derived hal, as well as the verbal noun functioning as a hal, were
not accepted as regular analogical usage. Rather, grammarians interpreted them
through semantic reinterpretation (ta wil) or restricted them to attested usage
(sama’) in order to preserve the underlying descriptive principle. The article
concludes that descriptively impossible attribution in the hal is not merely a
syntactic restriction, but a functional-semantic constraint arising from the failure to
realize the descriptive function required by the nature of the hal. The diversity of
grammatical analyses proposed for these constructions therefore reflects attempts to

reconcile exceptional linguistic usage with the underlying logic of description in
Arabic.

Keywords: Circumstantial Accusative (Hal), Descriptively Impossible Attribution,
Descriptive Function, Transient Circumstantial State.
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